
Australia’s military trade is not transparent. Policy experts describe defence export
systems as “at best opaque and at worst negligently poor”.

Neither the public nor parliament have detailed knowledge of what military goods Australia is
exporting, to where or for what purpose. There is no justification for the current level of
secrecy.  

Australia’s military trade is growing rapidly. Government data indicates actual exports may
have doubled in three years. 

Australia has a legal and ethical obligation to ensure its military trade does not facilitate
human rights abuses. Australia has approved military exports to many countries with
documented patterns of human rights abuses, including Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Israel, the
Philippines, Sudan and South Sudan. Transparency is required to ensure Australia’s exports are
not used in human rights abuses.  

Transparency is also required to mitigate corruption. Australia has weak anti-corruption
safeguards, which alongside unscrutinised procurement policies and active lobbying by military
companies has led to Australia’s defence sector being assessed as having a moderate
corruption risk.

Australia championed the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and was one of the first to ratify it. The
Treaty seeks to regulate international trade in conventional arms, but in its first ten years has
not made observable progress towards its objective of reducing human suffering. While
Australia submits annual reports as required by the Treaty, its transparency falls short of what
is provided by other like-minded countries. Civil society groups have raised concerns about
Australia’s compliance with the ATT, citing evidence that Australian exports could have been used in
human rights abuses by Israel and in Yemen.

Civil society calls for
accountability in 
Australia’s military trade

We call on the Australian Government to support a parliamentary review to assess
the potential that arms exports could be used to commit serious violations of
international humanitarian law and consider available mitigating measures.
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